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GROUND-BREAKING CEREMONY 


A ground-breaking ceremony will be held on the site of 
the new National Library of Medicine building at the Nation- 
al Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland, at 2:30 p.m. on 
Friday, June 12, 1959. Dr. Champ Lyons, Chairman of the NLM 
Board of Regents, will preside; Secretary Arthur S. Flemming 
of the Department of Health, Education,and Welfare will give 
an address, and Senator Lister Hill of Alabama will turn 
over the first spade of earth. All friends of the NLM are 
invited to be present. 


NEW MEMBER OF BOARD OF REGENTS 


The President has appointed Mr. Thomas E. Keys, Librar- 
ian of the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, and immediate 
past president of the Medical Library Association, to be a 
member of the Board of Regents of the National Library of 
Medicine for a term expiring in August 1962. 


1958 NLM CATALOG PUBLISHED 


The 1958 National Library of Medicine Catalog is now 
available from the Card Division, Library of Congress, at 
$17.50. This is the largest annual volume yet published; it 
contains 21,272 author entries and 33,075 subject entries in 
1,031 pages. 





PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Psychopharmaca, a bibliography of psychopharmacology, 
1952-1957. Anne E. Caldwell, M.D. Washington, 1958. 258 p. 
(Public Health Service Publication No. 581; available from 
the Superintendent of Documents at $1.50). 

This publication was compiled by Dr. Caldwell of the 
staff of the National Library of Medicine for the Psycho- 
pharmacology Service Center, National Institute of Mental 
Health. It contains references to 2,500 articles. 
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NOTABLE ITEMS DISPLAYED AT THE 
HISTORY OF MEDICINE DIVISION 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING, 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE, INC., 
CLEVELAND, OHIO, MAY 21-23, 1959 


The National Library of Medicine takes pride in the fact that from 
its early days, long before the history of medicine as a separate disci- 
pline had attained prominence in the United States, it was buying regu- 
larly, together with current works in medicine, those of purely histori- 
cal value. Slowly, year by year, as funds and the market allowed, John 
Shaw Billings augmented the historical collections. His interest is 
clear also from the lectures which he gave on the history of medicine at 
the Johns Hopkins University. His successors followed suit. Gifts and 
exchanges assisted in swelling the holdings, until from them Fielding 
Hudson Garrison in the first decade of this century was able to write 
the classic work which he modestly called an "introduction" to the his- 
tory of medicine. 


The policy has not changed today. The volume displayed with No. 18 
in the list that follows was presented in 1865; No. 14 was purchased in 
March, 1959. If history in general is the accumulated experience of 
mankind, if it speaks to both the passions and the understanding, then 
medicine's part init is highly significant. The National Library of 
Medicine will continue to enrich its historical collections, not merely 
in order to preserve in safekeeping the medical past of mankind, but al- 
so, and even more importantly, to help historians in this country and 
abroad to interpret the past for the service of the present and the fu- 
ture. 


1. Rhasis, Hystoria d'Almansore philosopho: Libro terzo d'Almansore, 
'Cibaldone'! ¢Italian verse . cVenice, Baptista de Tortis, about 
1493.1 
A rare incunable, only recently described, which illustrates the 

influence of Arabic medicine on Europe. 


2. Nicolaus Pol, De cura morbi gallici per lignum guaycanum libellus. 
MS., Perugia, May 13, 1519. 
A tract copied by Ippolito da Montereale in the house of pr. Gio 
vanni Lorenzo da Sassoferrato, at the time when guaiac wood was in wide 
use as a remedy for syphilis. 


3. Philipp Melanchthon, De congideratione humani corporis. MS., Day of | 


the Conversion of St. Paul Jan. 253, 1552. 

Elegiacs on the human body written by the great reformer and 
friend of Martin Luther, and bound with Andreas Vesalius, De humani cor- 
poris fabrica, Basel, Joannes Oporinus, 1543. 


4. Vincenzo Chiarugi, Della pagzia in genere, e in specie trattato me- 
dico-analitico. Firenze, presso Luigi Carlieri, 1793-1794. Tom 
Primo. 

Historians are celebrating this year the bicentennial of the birth, 
in Empoli, of Vincenzo Chiarugi (1759-1820), who by his pioneer efforts 
on the principle of "no restraint" brought hope and encouragement to pé 
tients in mental hospitals. 
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5, Sir Charles Bell, Drawings of the arteries. MS., ca. 1797. 
Unique as a manuscript, this work was later published in several 
English and American editions. 


6, Zabdiel Boylston, Bill to Mr. Gamaliel Rogers. MS., Boston, Aug. 14, 
1719. 
Mr. Rogers, who had benefited by the professional services of the 


9 


Jennerian proponent since 1713, had paid on account 63.1.2. On Aug. lA, 
1719, he still owed Dr. Boylston £8.13.1. 


7, Thomas Thacher, A brief rule to guide the c on people of New-Eng- 
land how to order themselves and theirs in the small-pox and mea- 
gels. cBoston, Samuel Kneeland, ca. 1721.) 

Unique copy of the third edition of the first medical Americanun, 

originally published in 1678. 





8. John Walton, An essay on fevers, the rattles, & canker. Boston, 
Printed by T. Fleet, at the Heart and Crown in Cornhill, and sold 
by T. Hancock, at the Bible and Three Crowns in Anne-Street, 1732. 
This early medical Americanum is of interest in itself and also 
for the two letters, May 25 and 28, 1903, which John Shaw Billings wrote 
to Robert Fletcher from New York concerning it. 


}, William Brown, Pharmacopoeia simpliciorum et efficaciorum in usum 
nosocomii militaris, ad exercitum Foederatarum Americae Civitatum 
pertinentis. Philadelphia, Styner & Cist, 1778. 

The first American pharmacopoeia, prepared by the Physician-Gen- 


eral of the Middle Department of the Continental Army for the army hos- 
pital at Lititz. 








10. George Washington, Letter to The Honorable Joseph Jones, Esq., Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. Holograph, Headquarters c¢Bergen County, New 
Jersey, Sept. 9, 1780. 

This letter of the first President of the United States concerns 

a new arrangement in the Medical Department and recommends Drs. James 

Craik and John Cochran. 


ll. Benjamin Rush, Letter to The Reverend Dr. Ashbel Green. MS.,c¢Phila- 
delphiag, Apr. 26, 1803. 
Dr. Rush promises to plead with the managers of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital for the admission of a poor neighbor of the Reverend Green's. 


12. Daniel Drake, Medical diary or common place-book. MS., Philadelphia, 
1805. 
Notes from Drake's studies in Philadelphia. Pages 96-97 are con- 
cerned with Dr. Physick's operation for the stone and Spallanzani's ex- 
periments on the circulation of the blood. 


13. William Beaumont, MS. leaf. Fort Howard, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
Nov. 1, 1826. 
This leaf is prefixed to Beaumont's Circular in defense of his of- 
ficial reputation and moral character, which is dated from Fort Niagara, 
New York, on May 8, 1826. 
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] Robert E. Lee, Signature. Headquarters, Department of Texas, gan 
, July 12, 1860. 
Robert E. Lee as Bvt. Colonel, U.S.A., Commanding Department, gp. 
and forwarded to the Adjutant General this certificate of dig. 
y for the discharge of Private Henry Mutz. 


LLONLO 


. William Hammond, Letter to Assistant Surgeon Jonathan Letterman, 
MS., Surgeon General's Office, Washington City, June 19, 1862. 
By this letter, written in a secretarial hand and signed by the 
Surgeon General, Letterman was designated Medical Director of the Ary 
of the Potomac. 


16. Walter Reed, Letter to Dr. Albert E. Truby at Rowell Barracks, Pago 
Caballos, Cuba. Holograph, Columbia Barracks, Quemados, Cuba, 
Dec. 10, 1900. 
The great Army surgeon announces jubilantly to his friend that the 
theory of the transmission of yellow fever by nosqyi toes has been proved, 


7 The fixed period. Typescript, Feb. 22, 1905. 
From this typewritten copy, which carries corrections in his hand, 
Osler read his farewell address at the Johns Hopkins University. 


8. Proof of page 158, volume I, Index-Catalogue of the Library of th 

Surgeon-General's Office. Washington, Government Printing Office, 

1880. 

The entries for Bernhard Siegfried Albinus reveal the Library's 
early interest in the history of medicine. The item listed as "Explica- 
tio tabularum anatomicarum Bartholom. Eustachii. .. Leidae, J. et ¥, 
Verbeek, 1761" was presented to the Library in 1865 by Surgeon George 
Alexander Otis. 





19. John Shaw Billings, Draft of a letter to Dr. A. W. Woodhull of New 
ark, New Jersey. Holograph,cWashington, Surgeon General's Office, 
May 13, 1872.) 
In this letter Billings solicits assistance in the formation of "a 
great National Medical Library. . . a monument that will last so long @ 
the Nation does.” 


20. John Shaw Billings, Draft of a letter to Assistant Surgeon Joseph 
Janvier Woodward. Holograph, CWashington3, Surgeon General's Of- 
fice, Jan. 11, 1876. 
Billings gives his opinion on the best manner of representing the 
Library at the International Exhibition of 1876. 


21. Charles R. Greenleaf, Letter to John Shaw Billings. Typescript, 
Washington, Surgeon General's Office, Aug. 25, 1891. 
This letter inquires officially whether at the end of the usual 
probationary period of six months the services of Fielding Hudson Garrl 
son have been satisfactory. 


22. Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat, Berlin, and Institut fiir Geschichte 
der Medizin und der Wissenschaften, Berlin, Greetings to the Am 
Medical Library. MS., 1936. 

Congratulations on the one hundredth anniversary of the Library 

The document bears the signature of the historian Paul Diepgen. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 











